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Upcoming Events 
Spirit Week: November 11th to 15th: On the 

week leading up to our Thanksgiving 

Luncheon we will have the following fun 

daily themes as we celebrate. 

Monday the 11th: Pajama Day 

Tuesday the 12th: Crazy Hair or Hat 

Day Wednesday the 13th: Camo Day 

Thursday the 14th: Sports Team Shirts Day 

Friday the 15th: Dress to Impress Day 

Friday November 22nd: 

We will have our annual Thanksgiving Feast 

as a luncheon, starting our classroom feasts 

around 11:00 am. Remember, family and 

friends are welcome to join us. 

We will provide a special holiday feast 

menu for the event but also welcome any 

multi-cultural or family favorites items you 

wish to bring and share. It is the amazing 

variety with the side items that makes 

this such a memorable feast. 

November 27th, 28th and 29th: 

MSSL campuses are CLOSED for 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in 

observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Montessori Tid-bits 

“Work”: In Montessori classrooms, you 

may hear us talking about working for a 

longer uninterrupted work periods or 

asking children to “choose their work”. The 

activities children choose are, for us, 

referred to as their work, recognizing the 

specific purposeful nature of the activity in 

comparison to free-play time or to art-as- 

experience. Each has value but they should 

not be confused, making clear naming of 

the activity an important aspect of shaping 

the activity. 

Montessori shows us that there is a 

difference between what children do for 

work and what adults do for work. With 

adults, the purpose of work is to complete a 

task or reach a goal. For a child doing their 

work, the main goal is an internal one: to 

develop a strong sense of purposefulness, 

understanding, their ever-growing ability 

for concentration, and their sense of order. 

Referring to what children do in the 

Montessori environment as work is our 

acknowledgement of the value and 

purposefulness of the child’s self-directed 

activity. 

 Jackets 

Please remember to keep a jacket 

on hand for your child each day, 

with their name on the tag, for the 

anticipated days of unpredictable 

and changing temperature that our 

fall and winter are known for. 



 Holiday Food Safety  

Although there are double the cooking 

related house fires on Thanksgiving (Please 

be careful), many more people are 

caught off-guard by preventable food 

borne illness. The following reminders are 

intended as a supplement to good food 

handling practices at home and are by no 

means a complete guide. 

 Remember to leave time to properly 

thaw your turkey between buying 

and cooking. Either de-frost in your 

refrigerator for 24 hours per four 

pounds of turkey or submerged 

(while sealed in the original 

packaging) in a pan of cold water 

(changing the water every thirty 

minutes) for thirty minutes per pound. 
 Once it is thawed properly, cook 

your turkey promptly. 
 Keep raw poultry separate from 

other foods to reduce risks. Do not 

use the same cutting boards and 

utensils for raw and cooked food 

without cleaning thoroughly 

between uses. 
 It is much safer (and often tastier) to 

cook the stuffing in a separate 

container rather than stuffed inside 

the turkey. 
 Use a probe food thermometer to 

check temperature and doneness 

turkey and any other food items. 

Turkey and stuffing must hit 165 F to 

be safe. 
 Use a clean serving utensil for each 

dish to prevent cross contamination. 

This is also important for food 

allergies and other dietary 

restrictions, sometimes even a trace 

on the spoon will ruin the meal for 

one of your guests. 
 Store leftovers properly within two 

hours of serving! They should be 

disposed of after at most three days 

in the refrigerator. 

Safety Says: 
This month’s safety tips focus on the 
Daylight-Saving Time change, weather, 

and the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 Time changes are a great time for 

changing batteries in your smoke 

detectors, carbon monoxide alarms, 

and checking your fire extinguishers. 
 The time change can disrupt sleep 

patterns, especially in people who 

tend to stay up later. If you are 

sensitive to disruptions in your sleep 

schedule, plan ahead. 
 Driving after dark is more dangerous 

than during daylight. With the time 

change, many people have their 

commute shift from sun to darkness. 

Please use extra care on the road as 

everyone adjusts. 
 Keep a blanket in the car so children 

can keep warm in their car seat 

without having to dangerously 

loosen their straps to fit a jacket. 
• Keep an eye on your tires. Fall’s 

changing weather can throw off 

your tire inflation making an 

accident more likely. 
 Thanksgiving Day has more than 

double the number of cooking 

related house fires than an average 

day! Keep wrappers, towels, and 

potholders away from heat sources. 

Make sure to turn off all stoves, 

ovens, and warmers before leaving 

the kitchen. Keep handles of pots 

and pans turned inward to avoid 

spills and accidents. 
 Keep sharp knives away from 

children and away from the edges 

of counters where they could fall. 


